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November 17, 1955.

Mr. Lewis C. Coffin - YT ST O
Assistant Director / \3 \ PROCESSING Do
i Processing Department R
: Library of Cungress J// NCV 28 1955
. ¥Waeshington 25, D.C.
AECEIVED

Dear Lewis:

After receipt of tne zopy of Mr, Muanford's lettes to Boguchev
and of your cable telliung ae to infora Boguchev that you would wait
for his reply to yur proposais. 1 weanl around to the Lenin Library.
The substunce of what Zoguchev .¢ld me I gave 1n my cable of
November 1%, I sent this by cauie becsuse I thought that under the
present circumstances you migh'% wisn V¢ have the information in a
hurry, Here 1 would llke to ampiily tre subjects mentioned in the
cable,

The pusrpiss of mMy «i:3t L0 3zguchev was simply to inform him
that you woulc walt Yor n's angwer and tu inquire abcut the possi-
bility of getiing back ruwabers of hrozhnmalas Letopis end &etogiz &
Periodidicheskixh Isderii. Soguchev. however, volunteered his initlael
resctions t3 y00r Dropcuaie, ArG - s.mply trisd to sexplain your
position s well as I <uuic oo the basis of lnformation from you
aveaiiable to iLle pmbazsy. [ogzichav anis a great point of the in-
acceptability of Megbk. rales, Ho rept repeating that''we libraries
are diuinteraatodngii?um 8 of culturs and not merchants. However, the
merchant in hix showed !tself when lis added that since American books
are much wre sxpsusive toan Suvist 0ooks,;at the Hozhkniﬁa rate,
the Lenis Liveary would be getiing tas short end of the deal. From
his remerks } gsvecered iba: 10 was sxiremely unlikely that he will
beck Jdowp ¢rn ivhds questicn., Want ne willl propese 13 a volume for
volume exvielge or abt Cut a8t n paxsd for page system of accounting.
As regards yvour ceguest ¢ ve able Lo chicose any title from Knizhnala
Letopis, provincially as welil a3 certrally publiished, he sal a
the niv Library nad oo opjedticn to this in principle, dut that
in praciics 1t would be oxtrsmmely difficult for thep to supply you
with provinciaily publiisued tiiles., lie said that the Lenin Library
recelves fres unly twe coples of provincially published books and
periodicals, ahich dces ot leave them any surplus for exchange.

For them to urder or buy such materia.s, he maintaiped, would be very
difrfiocult and a great wmount ¢f work, Given the general inefficlency
of book distrivution here, I rather think that this is true. It ia
almost impossible to buy provineially published titles iIn Moscow, and
7 em sure difficult even f'ex tne Leanla Librery to get them in an
significart quantities, “herefvre 1e will most probably say that he
can only supply you witn centyally puclished titles, which are easier
for him to ovialn since he is sitting on the source of supply. Even
if you can't get provinecially published titles from the Lenin Library
I don't think 1t will be a catastrophe, Most of ths worthwhile ma-
terial which is published outside of the center 1a put out by the
republic Academies of Science, and these you should now be able to get
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on direct exchange with them. The output of the provincial univer-
sitles is very small, and this too you should be able to get on direct
exchange., In my experience, the reat of the provincial book cutput
is both much smaller im quentity than we have thought and relatively

"  uninteresting from the point of wiew of American research libraries,
as you will see when the meterial I acquired in such places as Kazan
and Rostov reacnes you.

As regards the counverpart or the complete set of U,S. govern-
ment publicationsy Boguchsev sald it would be impossible to give you

all the periocdicsls llscved in Leicpis ggriodidicheski§% ;ﬁ%gﬁi_. As
he put it, this is & veritasbls see oI material, most of which --local

newspapers, magazines, etc., -- e Leain Library gets in only one
.c0py and which would be very troublesome for them to acquire in greater
1 et quantity. From what I have seen of books end libraries here, this 1is
., 8lmost certainly true. To give ¥cu an sxemple, in the province of
?“lexalinin alone some 53 newspspsrs end mazazines are published. For
I T;w¢h° Lenin Libtrery to acqguiire such material for the whole Soviet Union
me' ' for you would indeed be an iiamense task and represent a cash value'#
fee ""probably superior to the i.3. goveroment publiications. I replied
woor  that you did nct kmow tiois bg;ggﬁu we nad not seen the Letopis
¢" .o Periodidicheskikh Ixdanil’A snd Wiet if c¢his publication were supplied
e perhaps you wouic be wililbkg to setile for a certain psrcentage of

Wﬁﬂ«hika publications listed trere amxl wnich are not avallaole on the
<

w

»"Meghknige expcrt list. Also it might be possible to tgade the U.S.
Beo govermment documents for Zcviet overnmenit documents, such as

Postanovleniia Verkhovnuzo Soveta w-ich, if I am not mistaken, we

do not now recelive. PBogu:hev 4id not say, concretely, what he would
propose in exchange for cthe iJ.S. governrent documents, but he seemed
rather flexible on the polnt.

As regurds Knizhnela lewcpis ic exchange for 100,000 L.C. cards,
Boguchev said that since cethi coistituted comprekensive national
bibliographies they represented :an squal exchange. I told him your
point of view c¢n the matter, and Lt sesmed to make some impression,
Nonetheless, he will proostly try to link giving you back numbers
of Knishnala Letopis mnd [etupis reriodidicheskikh Izdanii (requested
in Wr. Yacobsornis note) «J1E4Ts IeC. cerds wBlck the Lenin Library
did not receive In the past two vears, As for the future, he will
probably continue to ask for you~ csrds in exchange for Knizhnaia
Letopis, although again he seeme:d more flexible then on the question
of costs, On the other queswions reised by Mr., Munford's letter to
him I have already told ycu wrnat he said in the eable, Finally, he
concluded by agreeing that the only acceptable exchangs with you
was an equal sand free ons, howevsr I don't think he is going to see
eye to eye with you on what aither of those terms mean. Part of this
1s because he is out to get as muoh as he can for as little as he can;
part of this is because it 1s really mote: di¥ficult for the Lenin
Library to provide exchange services than at times we think.,
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If his conversation with me is eny indication, his reply to
your lstter will probably countaln not c¢nly counter-propesals, but
arguments and explanations, and you might want to be prepared to
meet his explanations with sounter-explanations. Explaining your
position perhaps might be haipfal for there are many very elementary
things he does nct undersiaand. - For Jnetance, on the high cost of
. American books, he said tle following: Since the Library of Congress
Ta is connected with a "legislativs crgsn," why can't it prevall on '
‘ that'organ”to fix Americar »0oX nrices at areasonable” level. I
tried to explain why this was impossibie, but I am afraid that I
didn't make much impression, 13¢ he tesms convinced that if we
wanted we could simply conmauccesr (i manufacturera' catalogs he is
after.

Boguchev aiso showed great 9srein«ss to get a hold of the neces-
sary equipment toc weke micro-cards "in order to depend on no one for
them." Be will undoubted: y approsch you on this matter, and I thought
you might want %o know ebout it in advence. Next week I am gol
back to Leningraa tc see ihe Asademy of Sciences there about marl
requests I mads tne first time I called., One matter I am to discuss
concerns the cost at whici axcharyes withh Harvard are to be calculated,
Harvard wants me to ask for Mezhsoigs rates. I will let you knowkhe rawlf

nnnnn

immediatsely, since it migh: ve oF Use tu you for your own exchanges.

This last week I c¢siied at the 1ibrary of the UMversity of
Moscow., They were extremoly cordial &nd very co-operative, The
most important things T learaed are ihe following. Moscow Univer-
sity also has its own microfllmiag equipment, unlike any other
Soviet Univerzity. The University has a very large exchange fund,
particulsrly in pre-Revciutionary and pre-world War 1I books, and
they seid that they wculd be very glad to help Amsrican libraries
acquire materials from these pericds. I left with them two liats
of out-of-prinit materisl -- one from Eurvard and one from Californis --
and they =aid that they would inssustigate thelr stocks to see what
titles they cculd sepnd. Om the whole they seemed optimistic about
being abls to give ﬁgl & rather largs percentage of these titles,

If this works out it would be ebout ss good a:seluticn to the out-
of-print book problem as uaen be found, since trying to acquire such
books through ths stores is extramely difficult. 1In sddition, Moscow
University agresd to send cne American university a few local news-
papers, such as Evening Moscow, but f'e.t that it could not engage

in this kind of sxchapge on & large ncale, The reascn Moscow 1s

not too interested in this sort of exciwenge is that, unlike other
Soviet universities, it nhas resdy access tc foreign currency and can
buy its own foreign periodicals. 3Since they would do this gor only
one university, I suggestsd thet that university be Harvard. I shall
return to Moscow University librery again to inquire about the progress
they have made on the out-of-print titles,

] received your letter of November 10 a few days ago. 1In
answer to your question regarding the date of my return, for the
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moment 1 dun't know. Some ¢f the booxs 1 bought 1n tlie provinces
hav‘e noL yet arrived In sMoscow, end ! hsve signed letters sayil that
I guarantesd payment o ‘te material when it arrived. 4lso yInkgm e
not yet s9t ola of the bia tacklcg 7 nocks already pxwéhas;d butv
not wreppsd. 48 soon as | can ree & ' i-up to both these thi

Wwill send you the Jdate of ay refyurn, - ) nes !

Sy :;&;*sly'

P ‘,-Z:v-\

Maioiia 4. Malia
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